THE AUTHOR OF "JOHN
INGLESANT"

THE two volumes ,of her husband's '' Letters
and Literary Remains/' which Mrs. Shorthouse
published in 1905, must have familiarised a great
number of readers with a favourite author who,
during his lifetime, was something of a mystery to
most of them. In order to see Joseph Henry
Shorthouse in the flesh it was necessary to make a
pilgrimage to Birmingham, where he shone for
twenty years as the principal literary light. Over
this light, even in its provincial sphere, for a
long time there descended more and more closely
the extinguisher of an ill-health which gradually
obscured it completely. One cannot be certain
that even these volumes, so devotedly and so
punctiliously prepared by his widow, will repeat
for the many the impression which his very curious
person made upon the few who knew him. Upon
myself, who saw him first nearly thirty years ago,
when his energies were at their height, the effect he
then made was startling. I had vaguely anticipated
something Quakerish or clerical, something faintly